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unselfish and kindly-affectioned and pure and lovely and of good report.
For if any, despairing of the drama, should hold it the duty of a patriot and a Christian to crush it, the thing eannot he done; and, even if it were possihle, the history of the past does not encourage us to hope that any good would result from this repressive policy, successfully pursued.
L For first of all; dramatic representation is natural to man. Watch your own children, when they are left to themselves, and you cannot fail to be struck with this fact. The child rehearses in the imrpoiy the scenes which it has witnessed in the drawing-room, or has read of in the story-book. It has no instruction, it receives no encouragement, in its childish attempt at dramatic action ; but scenic imitation is a sort of instinct, which it gratifies as n mutter of course. It is the same, with the infancy of peoples, as with the infancy of individuals. Among the most barbarous tribes, wholly removed from the influences of civilization and culture, the drama in some rude form has been found to exist ns a spontaneous outgrowth of the noil. What again is the painting, or the oratorio, but another mode of gratifying this perfectly natural, perfectly human impulse.